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Boy Bands, Girl Fans, and the Queering of Masculinity? 

 

My presentation sets out to explore the queer potentialities inherent in boy band culture. Boy 

band culture had its heyday during the mid- and late 1990s when innumerable boy bands were 

casted in order to successfully conquer the music market. The boy band phenomenon might at 

first sight seem to have evolved around a very heteronormatively structured pattern of male 

performers on stage and screaming female fans in front of the stage. Drawing on the work of 

Judith Jack Halberstam (2005) and Gayle Wald (2002), I will challenge this notion and argue 

that boy band culture offers a space for alternative masculinities. In my analysis, I will 

primarily focus on (affective) responses to boy band culture which, for example, can be found 

in subcultural re-interpretations of songs like “I Want It That Way” by the Backstreet Boys. 
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